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The Modern Xylatus Stalks Through A Desolate Landscape That May Not Actually Exist 


Shabir Ally: The Quran As A Mathematical Miracle 



Recently a number of studies have been done on the Quran involving counting its words, letters, verses, and 
chapters. A number of instances of surprising correspondence have been found. For example: 

WORD PATTERNS 


■ The word for man (ar-Rajul) and the word for woman (Imra-ah) occur 24 times each. 

■ The word for satan (shaytaan) and the word for angel (malaa-ikah) occur 68 times each. 

■ The word for this life (dunya) and the word for the next life (aakhirah) occur 115 times each. 

■ The word for month (shahr) occurs 12 times. 

■ The word for two months (shahrayn) occurs 30 times. 

■ The word for day (yaum) occurs 365 times. 

■ The word for dry land (barr, etc.) occurs 13 times when contrasted with the word for sea (bahr) which 
occurs 32 times. Now 13 to 32 happens to be the approximate ratio of land to water on the surface of 
the globe. 


What explains these instances of correspondence? There are three viable considerations: either it is by chance, 
by human design, or by divine design. But these are too much to credit to mere chance. Nor did it come about 
by human design. No one knew about this until recent studies uncovered it. 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE QURAN 















Anyone familiar with the history of the Quran will know that the Quran is a collection of inspired messages 
which the prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, recited, a piece at a time, over a period of twenty-three 
years, often in response to new and unexpected events. It is obvious that the number of times he used certain 
words in all of his recited pieces could not conceivably be kept in his memory. It is difficult enough to count the 
words from the printed page to make sure that your count is correct, much less to suggest that someone 
already did this using his memory. To remember, for example, how many times he mentioned the word 'day' 
over a period of 23 years would be an insurmountable task. 

We are therefore left with the third of the three options: that it is by divine design. Hence we now have further 
evidence that the Quran is the word of Allah. And below are yet some more instances of this phenomenon. 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF CHAPTER AND VERSE NUMBERS IN THE QURAN 


The numbering of chapters and verses in the Quran gradually evolved during the first few centuries of Islam in 
order to facilitate correct reading and easy referencing. Hence we can be sure that the number of chapters in 
the Quran and the number of verses within each chapter was not invented by man but only discovered by man. 
The early memorized text was not accompanied by verse numberings. Many Muslims who have memorized 
large portions of the Quran would be hard pressed to say how many verses a particular memorized chapter 
contains. But as the text was written and copied over, scribes introduced niceties to make the text more user- 
friendly. At first, the text was written without any identifiers to mark the end of verses. And this led to different 
suggestions as to where one verse ends and another begins. Eventually it was thought wise to leave a space at 
the end of a verse to aid the uninitiated reader. Later copyists put a circle in each space thus adding a 
decorative feature to increase the visual clarity of the written page. Later copyists began to number the circles, 
at first numbering every fifth circle. In the final stage every circle was numbered, and today we can easily see a 
number marking each verse of the Quran. 



Hence, the number of verses was implicit at first in the text as it was recited from memory. Later, the number of 
verses was gradually made explicit by a natural process of copying and discovering. It is clear, then, that no 
human decided that a certain chapter should have a certain number of verses. Yet there occurs many instances 
of surprising correspondence between numbers of chapters, verses, words, and letters in the Quran. 

Here are some examples: 

EXAMPLES OF CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN CHAPTER NUMBERS 
AND NUMBER OF VERSES 

Chapter 57: al-Hadeed (Iron) 

The chapter named al-Hadeed (Iron) is the 57th chapter. It has 29 verses. There is a mathematical relationship 
between these two numbers, as follows: 

57x29 = 1653 

The sum of the whole numbers from 1 to 57 is the same, represented mathematically as: 

1+2+3+...+ 57=1653 

It appears that the number of verses could have been almost any number, and that 29 was chosen to result in 
this correspondence. 

Chapter 22: al-Hajj (Pilgrimage) 

The chapter al-Hajj (The Pilgrimage) has the Quran's last mention of 'pilgrimage' in verse number 27. This verse 
has 14 words. There is a mathematical relationship between these two numbers: 

14x27 = 378 

1+2+3+. . .+ 27=378 


Again, it appears, that the number of words in this verse was chosen to bring about this correspondence. 



Chapter 71: Noah 


The chapter Nuh (Noah) is numbered 71. It has 28 verses. Now, there are 28 different chapters that mention 
Noah. And because some chapters mention Noah more than once there are a total of 43 times that Noah is 
mentioned. Now consider the relationship between these three numbers: 

43+28=71 

43+71=114 which is the total number of chapters in the Quran. 

Since 28 chapters mention Noah, how many chapters do not mention Noah? The answer is 114-28=86, which 
is 43 times 2. 

Now consider that the last mention of Noah is in the chapter of Noah. It turns out that of the 86 chapters that 
do not mention Noah, 43 chapters come before the chapter of Noah and 43 chapters come after it. 

This can be shown mathematically, given the facts above. No chapter after chapter 71 mentions Noah. 
Therefore there are 114-71 =43 chapters after chapter 71 which do not mention Noah. And, of the first 71 
chapters in the Quran, there are 28 chapters which mention Noah. Therefore there are 71-28=43 chapters 
before the chapter of Noah which do not mention Noah. Hence the chapter Nuh (Noah) numbered 71 is 
strategically placed and its number of verses is apparently chosen to bring about these complex relationships 
between the numbers involved. 

Chapter 13: al-Ra'ad (Thunder) 

The chapter ar-Ra'd (Thunder) is numbered 13, and is so named because it mentions the word 'thunder'. That 
word occurs in verse number 13. This verse also, coincidentally, occurs in the 13th part of the Quran. Being 
comprised of 114 chapters of unequal length, the Quran is divided into 30 parts of roughly equal length such 
that a reading of a part each day will complete the book in a month. The 13th verse of the 13th chapter does not 
have to occur in the 13th part., but it does. Now, the same verse has 19 words. These words are written with 83 
letters. There is one other place in the entire Quran that mentions 'thunder'. That is chapter 2, verse number 19. 
This verse also has 19 words written with 83 letters, although the words are mostly different. It appears that 
these instances of correspondence were planned, though not by any human being. 

Chapter 32: as-Sajdah (Prostration) 

Chapter 32 is called as-Sajdah (Prostration) because it mentions the key word 'sujjadan' (prostrate). As is 
typical of the Arabic language, this word is derived from the three-letter root SJD to which vowels and other 
increments are used to produce a variety of words clustered around the root meaning "to prostrate." 


■ Words based on this root are used in 32 different chapters of the Quran, hence corresponding to the 
number of this chapter which bears the related name. 

■ The verse in this chapter which mentions prostration is such that a believer naturally wants to prostrate 
to God after reading it. Now, in the entire Quran there are 15 such verses which have been traditionally 
noted as 'verses of prostration'. 

■ The number of verses in this chapter is 30. Half of that number is 15. It turns out that the number 15 is 
also the number of the verse of prostration in chapter 32. 

■ There are 372 words in this chapter. Half of that is 186. It turns out that the key word in this chapter is 
the 186th word in the chapter. 



Chapter 27: an-Naml (Ants) 


Chapter an-Naml (The Ant) is numbered 27 and has 93 verses. It begins with two mysterious letters which 
correspond roughly to the English letters T and S. These two initials do not spell a word. Commentators of the 
Quran generally say that although nothing in the Quran is without a reason, they do not know the reason for 
these and other such initials being placed at the start of some chapters. But consider these observations. 


■ In chapter 27 the letter T is written 27 times. 

■ In this same chapter, consisting of 93 verses, the letter S is written 93 times. 


It seems that this correspondence was planned. But not by humans. It is difficult enough to try and count the 
letters in the written text. It would have been a gigantic task for anyone to have done this from memory. And 
even if someone had used secret notes, it is difficult to see why he or she did not tell anyone about this 
remarkable feature. 

Connecting Chapter 9 with Chapter 27 

One mentally connects chapter 9 and 27 for the following reason. Every chapter of the Quran except chapter 9 
begins with the familiar phrase called the 'Basmala', usually rendered in English as "In the Name of God, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful." On the other hand, chapter 27 is the only chapter that mentions the phrase in the 
body of the chapter. Hence, one reading the chapters sequentially is initially surprised to find it absent from the 
beginning of chapter 9 and again present in the body of chapter 27. Now consider the numerical relationship 
between these two chapters. 


■ The difference between the chapter numbers is 27-9=18. 

■ The number of chapters from 9 to 27 inclusive is 19. 


These two results, 18 and 19, form an interesting relationship with the chapter numbers of these two chapters. 
Consider: 


■ 18x19 = 342 

■ 9+10+11 +...+27 = 342 


In chapter 27 we have the only verse in the Quran to mention the word 'ant.' The verse number is 18 and it 
contains 19 words, thus highlighting the interplay between 18 and 19. 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CHAPTER AND VERSE NUMBERS FOR THE QURAN 
AS A WHOLE 

We now arrive at one of the most surprising demonstrations of mathematical relationships between chapter 
and verse numbers. Before we turn to the demonstration itself, let us think about the use of an error check bit in 
computer data transmission. Thomas H. Athey and Robert W. Zmud write in their book Introduction to 
Computers and Information Systems (Illinois: Scott, Forseman and Company, 1986, pp. 238-39): 



To send data in a telecommunications network, start and stop information, origin and destination information, 
and error check bits must be added to the encoded data to form a data packet.... The error check bit is used 
to make sure the data received were not garbled during transmission.... In asynchronous transmission, the 
commonly used error check method is a parity bit. A parity bit is an extra bit that makes the sum of bits 
representing a character either even or odd. 

Now, is it possible that a system is built into the Quran to assure us that its chapter and verses were 
transmitted without error, and that the Quran is of divine origin? It will be demonstrated that this is so indeed. 
First the bare facts: 


■ There are 114 chapters numbered in sequence 1, 2, 3, etc. 


CHAPTER NUMBERS 

1 11 21 31 41 51 61 71 81 91 

2 12 22 32 42 52 62 72 82 92 

3 13 23 33 43 53 63 73 83 93 

4 14 24 34 44 54 64 74 84 94 

5 15 25 35 45 55 65 75 85 95 

6 16 26 36 46 56 66 76 86 96 

7 17 27 37 47 57 67 77 87 97 

8 18 28 38 48 58 68 78 88 98 

9 19 29 39 49 59 69 79 89 99 

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 

Total of All Chapter Numbers 


101 111 

102 112 

103 113 

104 114 

105 

106 
107 


109 

110 

6555 


■ The numbers of verses in each chapter do not form a predictable pattern. The longer chapters generally 
come earlier, and the length of chapters gradually reduce, though not in a straight line. Hence we have 
the number of verses for the first ten chapters in sequence being 7, 286, 200,176,120,165, 206, 75,129, 
and 109. The numbers seem to go up and down with no predictable pattern. 


7 123 

286 111 

200 43 

176 52 

120 99 

165 128 

206 111 

75 110 

129 98 

109 135 


112 

78 


64 

77 

227 

93 

88 

69 

60 


VERSES IN EACH CHAPTER 

34 54 60 14 28 29 15 

30 53 49 11 28 19 21 

73 89 62 11 20 36 11 

54 59 55 18 56 25 8 

45 37 78 12 40 22 8 

83 35 96 12 31 17 19 

182 38 29 30 50 19 5 

88 29 22 52 40 26 8 

75 18 24 52 46 30 8 

85 45 13 44 42 20 11 

Total Number of Verses in the Quran 


11 

8 

3 


3 


3 


6236 


■ It is a simple observation that the chapter numbers alternate between being odd and being even. Hence 
1 is odd, 2 is even, 3 is odd, etc. 



■ It is also obvious that the number of verses in each chapter do not alternate in this predictable way. 
Instead, for the first ten chapters of the Quran, for example, the number of verses are Odd, Even, Even, 
Even, Even, Odd, Even, Odd, Odd and Odd. If we add each chapter number to the number of verses in that 
chapter we get these 114 results: 


■ Surprisingly, 57 of these results are even numbers and 57 are odd numbers. 

■ If we take the sum of all the even numbers, the result is 6236 


■ Surprisingly this sum is also the total number of verses in the entire Quran. 

■ If we take the sum of all the odd numbers, the result is 6555. 


■ Surprisingly, this sum is also the sum of all the chapter numbers, i.e. 1+2+3+ ... +114=6555 


Hence we see that the total verses in each chapter form a complex relationship with their chapter numbers on 
a grand scale. It is too much to suppose that this double correspondence is a mere coincidence. These two 
numbers are so large that the possibility of their chance coincidence is extremely rare. It is easy to see that 
what we have here is a complex arrangement containing an internal assurance of the system's faultless 
preservation. It is fair to conclude that we have demonstrated here a grand design pointing to the Quran's 
divine origin and faithful preservation. 

In this age of science and computers, when many have turned away from belief in God, it is reassuring that we 
still have a message which reaffirms belief in God. But it is not enough to marvel at the mathematical miracle 
from the maker of mankind in the message of Muhammad (pbuh.) In the face of this remarkable demonstration 
that the Quran is the Word of God we ought to begin now a life-transforming relationship with our Maker. 

Shabir Ally, Revised Oct. 23, 2003 
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□ Hubert on November 11,2016 at 10:11 pm 

I really can't help being skeptical here. First of all, Dr. Shabir is not a methematician. How can we trust his 
analysis of this issue whereas this issue heavily depends on probability btheories. 

Reply 



Catholic Commentator 


on 


November 12, 2016 at 3:02 pm 


@Hubert 


You're right, Dr. Ally would have trouble finding a mathematician impressed by this article (I have a PhD in 

Mathematics 

by the way). 

This is yet another sad example of what’s left of the Qur’an in the hands of all those modern dawah carriers. 
Everything must be shoehorned into "dawah", and "dawah" itself must be shoehorned into "modern science". 


As a Christian, I am aware of the symbolism of numbers (for example two is the number of opposition, 10 is the 
number of opposition, 11 is the number of transgression etc), of the importance of the numerical value of 
Hebrew letters, and so on. 


When Dr. Ally presents us unrememberable multiplications like 57 x 29 = 1653, the mathematician in me asks : 
how is this multiplication different and more interesting than any other ? And the religious person in me asks : 
what is the revelance of those numbers, 57,29 and 1953 ? What is their symbolical meaning ? 

For example, in Matthew 18.22 forgiving "seventy times seven times" is there because seven is the number of 
completeness (as in the seven days of the week), and eleven is the number of transgression, the sin to be 
forgiven. 

Let me also deconstruct the following claim made in the article : 

"What explains these instances of correspondence? There are three viable considerations: either it is by 
chance, by human design, or by divine design. But these are too much to credit to mere chance. Nor did it come 
about by human design. No one knew about this until recent studies uncovered it." 

"Too much" ? Not at all (Dr. Ally does not quantify his statement by the way. So much for the mathematics and 
probablities). In fact, while I cannot answer the islamic challenge of producing one verse as beautiful as a 
quranic verse, I can definitely answer Dr. Ally's challenge and produce millions of random texts that exhibit the 
few numerical coincidences 
he presents, with a little program on my computer. 

It may well be that the Qur'an has indeed a unique, inimitable mathematical structure, but this article miserably 
fails to show so. 


Reply 


Kia on December 21,2016 at 10:58 pm 

Read Surat 74:30, In this Surah Allah emphasises how the number 19 is a sign to the non believers and those 
that see it will question 'What did Allah mean by this example" 

So the meaning of the 19 calculations you see all relate back to that. There is a video on Youtube where Shabir 
talks about this in detail which he doesn't elaborate on here. Type "The miracle of number 19 in the Quran, Dr. 


Shabir Ally'. 


Reply 



Abdul Rashad on December 6, 2016 at 10:59 am 


MaShaa Allah!!!!!!!!!!!! 


Reply 



Omari on February 6,2017 at 5:43 am 


Asalamwalaikum. I was prompted to study this when I read in brackets of an English translation of Quran in 
reference to the 'unknown letters' that 'none knows their meaning except Allah'. Whilst this is true, we can not 
affirm this as Allah does not state that in the Quran. On the contrary, Allah tells us to study the scriptures as 
some things we can understand/decipher and some we can not. After recognising this pattern I felt compelled 
to share with fellow Muslims. I hope this increases you in faith Alhamdulilah! May Allah guide us all to the 
straight path and as always, Allah knows best! 

Upon studying the sequence of these letters and there places within the holy Quran it has come to my 
understanding that these letters represent a mathematical pattern created by none other than Allah , Lord of 
the worlds, and all that exists. All praises be unto Him! 

These random letter sequences further affirm the fact that the Quran is from none other than Allah. Firstly to 
understand the calculation. You must understand the law of numbers created by none other than Allah. The 
HIGHEST single digit number is number 9 and therefore can be considered the number of completion. This is 
an Ayat from Allah, as we are unable to create new numbers/letters or change them as our knowledge of them 
is from Allah alone, who created all things pertaining to the His laws. 

All numbers beyond 9 are comprised the whole numbers 1-9 excluding 'O'. All double digit e.g '56' (5+6) 
numbers can be simplified into a single number by adding all digits together until you reach a whole number. 
Example '14569' 1+4+5+6+9=25 2+5=7 

If you add the ONLY the Chapter numbers of the Surahs (1-114) that DO NOT start with the Muqatta at (random 
letters) the TOTAL = 5733 (5+7+3+3=18) 1+8=9 

E.g. Surah 1 + Surah 4 + Surah 5 etc. 

(Please do the calculation yourself to confirm) 

The second Ayat of the Muqatta at is that there are ONLY FOUR Surahs that are titled with Muqatta at (random 

letters). These surahs are Surah 20 Ta Ha 

Surah 36 Ya Sin 

Surah 38 Sad 

Surah 50 Qaf 


20 
36 + 
38 
50 


144 

1+4+4 = 9 




These Ayat are further proof that the Quran has been untouched and unchanged from its origin. 


Surah 43.2 By the Book clear in itself and clearly showing the truth 
(4+3+2=9) 

It is worth noting some other Ayat that relate to the number 9, within and outside of the Quran. 

To name only a few... 

The ONLY Surah in the whole Qur'an that does not start with Bismillah is Surah 9 - At Tawbah (The 
Repentance) 

Ramadan is the 9th month of the Islamic calendar. 

Laylat al-Qadr is believed to be on the 27th night of Ramadan (2+7=9) 

It is also common belief that prophet Muhummad p.b.u.h died at the age of 63 (6+3=9) 

The sum of ALL angles as a whole number = 9. 

Square 360 degrees, straight line 180 degrees, circle 360 degrees, triangle 180 degrees etc. 

3+6+0=9 1+8+0=9 

The sum of all the numbers on a 12hr clock added or multiplied 1-12 totals 9 as a whole number 
1 x2x3x4x5x6x7x8x9x10x11 xl 2=479,001,600 
4+7+9+0+0+0+1+6+0+0=27 (2+7=9) 

Add every single digit from 1 -9 together = 45 (4+5=9) 

Multiply every single digit from 1 -9 together 
1x2x3x4x5x6x7x8x9=117 
(1+1+7=9) 

... Shall I seek a judge other than Allah while it is He Who has sent down unto you the Book (The Qur'an), 
explained in detail... S. 6:114 

... And We have sent down on thee the Book making clear everything, and as a guidance and a mercy, and as 
good tidings to those who surrender. S. 16:89 

There has been much study pertaining to the number 19 however in simpler term the focus is on '1' & '9' as 
whole numbers representing the beginning and the end, alpha and omega. As always, Allah knows best! 
Asalamwalaikum 
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